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how to chuse and distinguish them, without helpe
of others, sometimes opening him the way, other
times leaving him to open it by himselfe. I would
not have him to invent and speake alone, but suf-
fer his disciple to speake when his turne cornmeth.
Socrates, and after him Arcesilaus, made their
schollers to speak first, and then would speake
themselves. Most commonly the authoritie of
them that teach, hinders them that would learne,
It is therefore meet, that he make him first
trot-on before him, whereby he may the better
judge of his pace, and so guesse how long he will
hold out, that accordingly he may fit his strength:
for want of which proportion, we often marre all.
And to know how to make a good choice, and
how far forth one may proceed (still keeping a
due measure) is one of the hardest labours I
know. It is a signe of a noble, and effect of an
undanted spirit, to know how to second, and
how far forth he shall condescend to his childish
proceedings, and how to guide them. As for my
selfe, I can better and with more strength walke
up, than downe a hill. Those which according to
our common fashion, undertake with one selfe-
same lesson, and like manner of education, to di-
rect many spirits of divers formes and different
humours, it is no marvell if among a multitude of
children, they scarse meet with two or three, that
reap any good fruit by their discipline, or that
come to any perfection. I would not only have